	[image: image1.png]GREATER
‘RA:HWLLE
REA

~ Hockey

ScHoLASTIC,




	Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey

	Meeting Type: Regular Board      Invitees: All Reps, Alternates & Executive Committee Members     Facilitated by: Board President

	Board Meeting Minutes                                            Centennial Sportsplex          6:30pm



	November 17, 2009


I.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order by President Debbie Davis at 6:30 p.m.  A roll call of the schools was taken by circulating a sign-up sheet. 

II.
Roll call

	Executive Committee

	President
	Deb Davis
	P
	Past President
	Joe Griffin
	P

	Vice President
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	Scheduler
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Treasurer
	Steve Smith
	A
	Registrar
	Cathy Askins
	P

	Secretary
	John Allyn
	P
	Commissioner
	John Holmes
	A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Representatives

	Blackman
	Todd Brooks
	P
	Independence/Page
	Chris Kiger
	P

	Brentwood
	Tom Feeney
	P
	MBA
	Steve Alford
	P

	Centennial
	Bob Vogt
	P
	Mt. Juliet
	Lauer & Walker
	P

	Ensworth
	Cary Allyn
	P
	JPII
	C. Rasmussen
	P

	Father Ryan
	David Nivison
	P
	Ravenwood
	Joe Birge
	P

	Franklin
	Grider & Crockett
	P
	R’wood/B’wood
	Sue Falls
	P

	FRA/CPA
	Andre Wallstadt
	P
	Station Camp
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Hendersonville
	Blanton & Robinson
	P
	Wilson Central/Siegel
	
	A

	Hume Fogg/Beech
	
	A
	
	
	


Visitors: Stacey Harris, Independence/Page
III.
Approval of meeting agenda

David Nivison moved that the agenda as amended be approved.  The motion was seconded by Bob Vogt.  The motion unanimously passed 

IV.
Approval of last month’s minutes

The minutes from the October meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  By motion made by John Allyn, seconded by Chris Kiger, the minutes were unanimously approved.

V.
 Regular Reports 

A.
Secretary’s Report (John Allyn).  Ted Lauer advised that Bill Walker is the new alternate for Mt. Juliet.  By motion made by Christine Rasmussen, seconded by Chris Kiger, the substitution was unanimously approved.

B.
President’s Report (Deb Davis).
· Deb noted that sales of the Predators ticket vouchers were way behind last year, and that several teams had had no sales whatsoever.  If sales do not pick up, there is a risk that the Predators will drop GNASH for Sommet Center games in favor of another league that will sell vouchers, or that Sommet Center games will be limited to those teams that do sell vouchers.  There are several other leagues out there that would like to have this playing opportunity.  In any event, the voucher sales program has been continued indefinitely.
· Deb also noted that the Predators have a recognition program for players, teams and volunteers.  Wilson Central/Brentwood Academy was recognized as team of the month for November.

C.
VP’s Report (Dave O’Loughlin).  There were no new hardship applications this month; the time for these has pretty much passed.  Dave noted that the board would be voting on a hardship appeal later in the meeting and so reviewed our past position with respect to hardship applications from players coming out of co-op schools that are no longer part of a co-op.

D.
Registrar’s Report (Cathy Askins) 

· USA Hockey is promoting a new developmental program (“ADM”) for younger players.  Tom Feeney provided some additional details about the program.  Board members were encouraged to take the pamphlet and give it to their team coaches.
· All player paperwork is in.  Additional players can register as late as January.
· We have most of the paperwork needed for registration for the national tournament.  Some items, like birth certificates, will need to be produced later.  Cathy reminded the board that in order to play in the tournament teams needed to have score sheets from all of their games.  The league maintains the originals, but some teams (particularly those playing at the Sommet Center) are not turning the originals in.  
E.
Scheduler’s Report (Loretta Kimble)

· The practice schedule for the balance of the season is posted on the website.  Each team has ten practices scheduled.
· The game schedule for the balance of the season will be posted soon.  The first game of the second half of the season is on December 9.
· Senior night for teams in the Blue Division is January 13, except for one team which is January 22.  Senior night for teams in the Gold Division is January 15.  An extra fifteen minutes is being built into these games to accommodate recognition ceremonies.

· Tournaments begin February 3.  The Gold Division tournament will be a twelve team double elimination tournament.  The Blue Division tournament will be five team pool play.  Cary Allyn asked if teams could ask for black out times in the second half of the season, and Loretta said that they could and that she would try to accommodate these requests.
F.
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Smith) 
· Steve was not present.  Two teams have not paid the $5,000 due on November 1 – Ensworth and Hendersonville.  Ron Blanton stated that Hendersonville had paid its assessment in full.  Deb will check on this.  The final payment of $2,500 is due from all teams on December 1.
G.
Commissioner’s Report (John Holmes)

· John was absent due to the Predators game.
H.
National Tournament (Joe Griffin)
· Joe had nothing new to report.       
I.
Coach’s Report (Mark Layne) 
· Mark was not present.  
· Deb said that Mark needed the originals of the goalie pad measurement form.  Some teams have just provided him with scanned copies.  Other teams have not provided him with anything at all.  She read off a list of the teams that still needed to get something to Mark.

· Injury procedures.  Preparing injury reports for USA Hockey insurance purposes is the responsibility of the team coach and the player’s parents, not the league or the referees.  Cathy has the USA Hockey form if it is needed.  Deb reminded the board that the USA Hockey policy is an excess policy that only pays after every other applicable coverage has paid. There is now information on the website regarding the procedure.
· Improper equipment.  Deficiencies found during the referees’ pre-game inspection are the warning to the player and the team.  If there is a deficiency during play, a misconduct penalty will follow.  All players – regardless of whether they are over 18 or not – must wear their helmets on the bench.  This includes goalies.  Player neck guards must be unmodified commercial neck guards – no socks, tape, neck guards with the padding removed, or other substitutes.  A question was raised about store-bought dickies or turtlenecks that have built in neck guards.  The board agreed that this was a matter to be discussed with TAIHO.
· Not all officials are wearing their numbers.  This will also be taken up with TAIHO.

· Official survey participation.  Coaches are not taking advantage of the opportunity to evaluate game officials.  Only 34 out of a possible 104 evaluations have been received.  The form is available on the website and the window for completion for the previous week’s games runs from Sunday to Wednesday.  Deb told the board members to speak with the coaches about this.  Only the head coaches can do this; there was some discussion about allowing this to be delegated to assistant coaches.  

· Coaching certification.  There is a class scheduled for the weekend of November 21.  However, only three persons have signed up.  There are more coaches than that who either do not have any certification at all, or who do not have a Level 3 certification.

· Hume Fogg/Beech is looking for an assistant coach.

J.
Handbook Committee report.  (Dave O’Loughlin and John Allyn)
· No report.
K.
Statistician.  (Sandi Chadwick).  Sandi was not present.  Deb emphasized the necessity of getting the original score sheets in to the league.  Teams playing at the Sommet Center should email or fax a copy of the scoresheet to Sandi and turn in the originals the next time that they are at Centennial or A Game.  Deb also emphasized the need for legible score sheets – do not write over cross outs, use a sharp pencil or ball point pen, etc.
L.
Press.  Deb emphasized the need to get the information in to the Tennessean by their deadline. 

VI.
 Old Business / Open issues

· Non-GNASH players and coaches on the ice during practices.  Discussion on this will be deferred until the December meeting.
· Zach Turner appeal.  Deb said that board members had been provided with a copy of Barbara Holmes’ letter on this subject.  There was nothing else to report.
VII. New Business 
Andy Graves Hardship Application.  He is a CPA student who played for the FRA/CPA co-op last year.  He is currently a sophomore and has played only one year in GNASH.  The FRA/CPA co-op dissolved due to the fact that CPA could not come up with four players.  There is a new co-op between FRA and FCA.  Andy would like to play for this team.  
Another CPA player who is a junior this year was allowed to play on a hardship basis for the FRA/FCA team because he had played for the FRA/CPA team for two years.  This is something that the board has allowed in the past as a hardship so there is precedent for this.  The question presented to the board was whether the league would expand this exception to include players who had played only one year with a dissolved co-op.

The Handbook provision in question here is Section 2.01(b)(2):
(b)
Minimum Player eligibility requirements.

2.
Players will be eligible to play only for the school where they are enrolled in grades 9-12 and in regular attendance as a student.  

A discussion followed.  Tom Feeney moved that the hardship application be allowed.  This was seconded by Steve Alford.  A roll call vote followed.  For: Brentwood, Father Ryan, MBA, and Ravenwood.  Against: Blackman, Centennial, Ensworth, Franklin, Hendersonville, Independence/Page, Mt. Juliet, JPII, Ravenwood/Brentwood, and Station Camp/Hillsboro.  FRA/FCA could not vote because of the conflict.  The motion failed 4 – 10. 
VIII.
Adjournment
· There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p. m. on motion of John Allyn, seconded by Dave O’Loughlin.  The motion was unanimously approved.
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