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	Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey

	Meeting Type: Regular Board      Invitees: All Reps, Alternates & Executive Committee Members     Facilitated by: Board President

	Board Meeting Minutes                                            Centennial Sportsplex          6:30pm



	September 15, 2009


I.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order by President Debbie Davis at 6:40 p.m.  A roll call of the schools was taken by circulating a sign-up sheet. 

II.
Roll call

	Executive Committee

	President
	Deb Davis
	P
	Past President
	Joe Griffin
	P

	Vice President
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	Scheduler
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Treasurer
	Steve Smith
	P
	Registrar
	Cathy Askins
	P

	Secretary
	John Allyn
	P
	Commissioner
	John Holmes
	P

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Representatives

	Blackman
	Brooks & Sisco
	P
	Independence/Page
	Chris Kiger
	P

	Brentwood
	Feeney & Liddell
	P
	MBA
	
	A

	Centennial
	Vogt & Veirs
	P
	Mt. Juliet
	Ted Lauer
	P

	Ensworth
	Cary Allyn
	P
	JPII
	C. Rasmussen
	P

	Father Ryan
	David Nivison
	P
	Ravenwood
	Joe Birge
	P

	Franklin
	Grider & Crockett
	P
	R’wood/B’wood
	Sue Falls
	P

	FRA/CPA
	Andre Wallstadt
	P
	Station Camp
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Hendersonville
	
	A
	Wilson Central/Siegel
	Duane Muhsman
	P

	Hume Fogg/Beech
	Gina Caudill
	P
	
	
	


Visitors: Gabriel Graham (hardship appellant), James Graham (Gabriel’s father).
III.
Approval of meeting agenda

John Allyn moved that the agenda be approved.  The motion was seconded by Joe Birge.  The motion unanimously passed 

IV.
Approval of last month’s minutes

The minutes from the June meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  By motion made by Bob Vogt, seconded by John Holmes, the minutes were unanimously approved.

V.
 Regular Reports 

A.
Secretary’s Report (John Allyn).  The following persons were proposed as new GNASH representatives or alternates: Celeste Grider, Franklin representative, Cheryl Crockett, Franklin alternate, Frank Coyle, MBA alternate, and Tom Miller, Ravenwood alternate.  By motion made by John Holmes, seconded by Joe Griffin, the new representatives and alternates were unanimously approved.

B.
President’s Report (Deb Davis)
· FRA/CPA Co-Op.  This was an add-on to the agenda.  Deb reported that CPA has only two players this year.  One of the CPA players is a junior, and might be entitled to a hardship exemption as an upperclassman.  Andre Wallstadt, the FRA rep, said that they were looking for a co-op partner, but that they could proceed as a scholastic team as they will have 13 or 14 players.

· Zach Turner appeal.  Zach Turner appealed the denial of his hardship exemption to SAHA where it will be heard by their disciplinary board.  We have sent SAHA the relevant documents.  In the meantime he can practice so long as he is enrolled with USA Hockey, but cannot play in a game.  Deb anticipated that SAHA would complete its review in the next week or two.  
· Predators vouchers.  Deb reported that some are coming in but that it is very slow.  She noted that the high school house teams were also participating in this, and that if they did well, GNASH might be penalized next year in terms of Sommet Center appearances, etc.

· Promotions.  Deb turned the floor over to Loretta Kimble, who said that Larry Taft with the Tennessean was enthused about publishing schedules and game summaries.  However, these must be in a certain format and must be in to the paper by strict deadlines.  The deadline for a Wednesday game is 4 pm Thursday; the deadline for a Friday game is 4 pm Saturday.  Loretta will develop a template on which box scores can be submitted.  These will be channeled through Loretta.  The home team will be responsible for preparing these.  Deb requested that for the purpose of training on the templates Loretta be included in the off-ice training that we will be offering.

Deb stated that five players have been selected for the 104.5 voiceovers on the station’s hockey shows.  She noted that Pred Fest kicks off September 17 at the Sommet Center, with Father Ryan playing JPII there on Friday afternoon.  This will be streamed over the Internet on Middle Tennessee Sports Network.
· Senior Game.  This will be played October 10 following the Predators game.  We have 77 seniors, enough for four teams and two games.  Communications will go out to all seniors in the near future.

C.
VP’s Report (Dave O’Loughlin)

· Seeding Options.  The Board at its last meeting stipulated that we would need at least five teams to elect to be in the Blue Division from the beginning of the season in order for the plan to work.  Only three teams made the election so we will revert to the North – South format with a split occurring at mid-season.
· Co-op Update.  Dave reported that the Ravenwood/Brentwood team is back.  On motion made by Loretta Kimble, seconded by Cathy Askins, the Ravenwood/Brentwood co-op application was unanimously approved.  

Dave further reported that Hillsboro now had four players and that they would co-op with Station Camp.  This will require an application.  On motion by Christine Rasmussen, seconded by Chris Kiger, the Station Camp/Hillsboro co-op was unanimously approved, subject to receipt of a proper application. 

There has been some talk about a Battle Ground Academy/Franklin Christian Academy co-op.  This was briefly discussed and the consensus of the Board was that it was far too close to the beginning of the season to consider a wholly new co-op.  

There will not be a JV co-op between Father Ryan and JPII.

D.
Registrar Report (Cathy Askins).  All paperwork is due tonight.  She has received packets from every team.  Managers should e-mail her concerning any shortfalls.  Once she has the paperwork she will send out the USA Hockey rosters which must be signed by the players and initialed by the coaches.  Teams cannot get on GNASH ice without signed rosters.
E.
Scheduler’s Report (Loretta Kimble).  Loretta circulated the preliminary game schedule.  On motion made by John Holmes, seconded by Bob Vogt, the preliminary schedule was unanimously approved.  John Holmes noted that if teams wanted to swap practice times, all they needed to do was to agree between themselves to do so; League involvement was not necessary.  Game changes needed the approval of all four teams and his approval as well.
F.
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Smith) 
· Steve circulated the August financials.  He noted that August was always a slow month.
· He presented a draft budget.  This would require a $13,500 payment by each team, based on 17 teams.  Due dates for installments are October 1, November 1, and December 15.  
G.
Commissioner’s Report (John Holmes).  The coaches’ meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 6 pm at the Centennial Sportsplex.
H.
National Tournament (Joe Griffin).  This is set for April 14 – April 18, 2010 in Chicago.  There is a FAQ on the USA Hockey website.  There will be no tournament fee.

I.
Coach’s Report (Deb Davis for Mark Layne).  There is a Level 1 class set for September 18, and Level 2 class set for September 19, and a Level 3 class set for September 26.

J.
Handbook Committee report.  Dave O’Loughlin stated that a draft has circulated through the Executive committee and that there are some points of difference.  We will try to get something out to the Board within the next two to three weeks.

K.
Off Ice Training.  John Allyn reported that we will schedule these as soon as we have the GNASH practice schedule.  We want to be able to actually train on the clocks and this is best done in a GNASH setting.  Joe Griffin noted that there were certain shortcomings at the A Game rinks, specifically missing glass between the scorer’s table and the penalty box, a clock which sporadically shorts out, and the lack of a regular clock to determine start times and curfew times.  We will check with whoever is the facilities manager at A Game on these points.

VI.
 New Business 
A.
School Affiliations.  Deb stated that this issue came up in connection with a hardship application.  Merrol Hyde High School is a Sumner County magnet school that for the purpose of certain sports (football, baseball, and swimming) is affiliated with Station Camp High School.  If a Merrol Hyde student wants to play football, for example, the affiliation permits him to play for Station Camp.  John Holmes stated that a similar situation exists within the Metro Schools: a student at Hume Fogg (a magnet school which has no football program) can play football at the school for which he is zoned.  The question is whether GNASH should treat an affiliated school as part and parcel of a scholastic team, or require the affiliated school to meet the League’s co-op requirements.  A discussion followed.  Tom Feeney will check with TSSAA to see how they treat affiliations.  The matter was deferred until the October meeting.  

B.
Hardship Applications Considered By the Executive Committee.  Deb reported that prior to the Board meeting the Executive Committee met to consider four hardship applications.  Two of the applications were denied.  Two were approved.  The two that were approved involved demonstrable family and financial hardships.  The two that were disapproved came from students attending schools which did not have GNASH Hockey programs.
C.
Gabriel Graham Hardship Application.  Gabriel Graham is a student at East Literature in Nashville which has no GNASH hockey program.  He requested that he be permitted to play with the Hume Fogg/Beech co-op due to this fact.  He had no previous connection with the team.  The Executive Committee considered the hardship application at its August 18, 2009 meeting.  The Executive Committee voted unanimously to disapprove the application based on GNASH Handbook Sections 1.01 (Purpose) and 2.01 (General Eligibility Rules) which read as follows:

“Section 1.01.  GNASH shall support the growth and quality of high school ice hockey in Middle Tennessee.  In contrast to the team organization guidelines of USA Hockey’s Midget classification of aged 17 and under, GNASH adopts the traditional definition of a high school sports team - a high school ice hockey team is associated with one school and consists of players in attendance of that school.”

“Section 2.01(b)(2).  Players will be eligible to play only for the school where they are enrolled in grades 9 - 12 and in regular attendance as a student.” 
Gabriel has appealed that decision to the full Board.


Gabriel and his father, James Graham, presented their case to the Board.  Board members were permitted to ask questions.  After they presented their case, the Grahams left the room and the Board discussed the application.  A vote followed the discussion.  For approval: Wilson Central/Brentwood Academy.  For denial: Blackman, Brentwood, Centennial, Ensworth, Father Ryan, Franklin, FRA/CPA, Independence/Page, Mount Juliet, Pope John Paul II, Ravenwood, Ravenwood/Brentwood, Station Camp, and Commissioner John Holmes.  Abstaining due to conflict: Hume Fogg/Beech.  A quorum being present, the application was denied by a 14 – 1 vote.  

President Debbie Davis then requested a short recess so that she could immediately advise the Graham family of the Board’s decision and the process to appeal this decision to SAHA, USA Hockey’s governing authority.   

VII. Old Business.

· Banner.  Ted Lauer reported that the banners will be delivered October 1.

VIII.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p. m. on motion of John Holmes, seconded by John Allyn.  The motion was unanimously approved.
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