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	Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey

	Meeting Type: Regular Board      Invitees: All Reps, Alternates & Executive Committee Members     Facilitated by: Board President

	Board Meeting Minutes                                            Centennial Sportsplex          6:30pm



	July 21, 2009


I.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order by President Debbie Davis at 6:40 p.m.  A roll call of the schools was taken by circulating a sign-up sheet. 

II.
Roll call

	Executive Committee

	President
	Deb Davis
	P
	Past President
	Joe Griffin
	P

	Vice President
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	Scheduler
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Treasurer
	Steve Smith
	P
	Registrar
	Cathy Askins
	P

	Secretary
	John Allyn
	P
	Commissioner
	John Holmes
	P

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Representatives

	Blackman
	Todd Brooks
	P
	Independence/Page
	Chris Kiger
	P

	Brentwood
	Feeney & Liddell
	P
	MBA
	Steve Alford
	P

	Centennial
	Mark Hyssong
	P
	Mt. Juliet
	Ted Lauer
	P

	Ensworth
	Cary Allyn
	P
	JPII
	C. Rasmussen
	P

	Father Ryan
	David Nivison
	P
	Ravenwood
	Bob Janasek
	P

	Franklin
	
	A
	R’wood/B’wood
	Sue Falls
	P

	FRA/CPA
	Andre Wallstadt
	P
	Station Camp
	Mark Lemay
	P

	Hendersonville
	Blanton &Robinson
	P
	Wilson Central/Siegel
	Duane Muhsman
	P

	Hume Fogg/Beech
	Gina Caudill
	P
	
	
	


Visitors: Mark Layne (coaching), Cheryl Crockett (prospective Franklin rep), Celeste Grider (prospective Franklin alternate, Zach Turner (hardship appellant), Rick Turner (Zach’s father).
III.
Approval of meeting agenda

Ron Blanton stated that Tom Pigue, a retired police officer who is the security contractor for GNASH, was present to address the security concerns discussed in previous meetings.  He asked that Officer Pigue be permitted to go first as he had an assignment that evening.  John Holmes moved that the agenda as amended be approved.  The motion was seconded by Loretta Kimble.  The motion unanimously passed 

IV.
Approval of last month’s minutes

The minutes from the June meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  By motion made by Ron Blanton, seconded by Dave O’Loughlin, the minutes were unanimously approved.

V.
 Regular Reports 

A.
President’s Report (Deb Davis)
· Security Issues.  Ron Blanton introduced Tom Pigue, a retired police officer who owns the security company that GNASH uses for security at both.  He explained the procedures that the league and the facilities require him to follow.  Some of these were contradictory, and some essentially required the officers to be in two places at once.  He said that most security issues arose out of there being “too many chiefs”.  Deb stated that Ron Blanton would be the league point of contact regarding security.  All concerns that arise about security issues at either rink are to be forwarded to Ron, who will pass them on to the security company.  Deb stated that somewhere there was a two page set of security guidelines that she would get to Ron.  Tom Feeney volunteered to assist Ron on security issues.  Report from the Executive Committee.  
· Prior to the Board meeting the Executive Committee met to consider five hardship applications.  Four of the applications were denied.  One was approved.  Deb noted that two of the denied applications came from Hillsboro students who were now without a team due to the demise of the Hillsboro/Lavergne co-op.  The Committee told them that if they could find two more Hillsboro students willing to play that the League would do all that it could to co-op them with a scholastic team.  Deb urged scholastic teams to consider a possible co-op.  The remaining two requests came from students attending schools which did not have GNASH Hockey programs.
· Senior Game.  This will be played after the Predators’ home opener on October 10.  Teams need to get the names and e-mail addresses of their seniors to Deb as soon as possible.

· Announcer Proposal – Championship and All-Star Games.  Deb stated that interns from 104.5 The Zone may be available to announce the Senior and All-Star games.
· Promotion Proposal – 104.5 The Zone.  Scott Corley was not present, but Deb reported that Pepsi has agreed to sponsor the High School Hockey Update on the Thursday Hockey Zone show and the Predators’ Pre-Game Show.  The Tennessean has agreed to publish the schedule and box scores if we can get the information to them in a timely fashion.  Loretta Kimble will be our point of contact with the Tennessean.
B.
VP’s Report (Dave O’Loughlin)

· Seeding Options.  Dave stated that four teams had tentatively committed to playing in the Blue division.  He circulated a document entitled “Guidelines for GNASH ‘Two Tier’ System” and asked that Board make sure that their coaches and managers were familiar with the procedures.  Teams need to declare whether they will play on the Gold or the Blue division by September 1.  There was a discussion as to the size of the Blue division.  John Holmes moved that unless the Blue division had a minimum of five teams that the League would revert to the previous North/South format.  This motion was seconded by Cary Allyn.  The motion unanimously passed.  
· Co-op Update.  Sue Falls said that the prospects for a Brentwood/Ravenwood JV team were good.  Dave stated that there was a possibility that Father Ryan and JPII would have a JV co-op as well.  He noted that this required approval of the schools’ administrations.  

C.
Registrar Report (Cathy Askins) 

· All team paperwork is due by the next meeting.
D.
Scheduler’s Report (Loretta Kimble)

· We have some Sunday afternoon practice slots that are available.  Afternoon practices at Sportsplex will be at 3:30.  Teams should contact Loretta about both of these issues.

· Teams should contact Deb Davis and Loretta with respect to team rivalries that require special attention as to time and location.

E.
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Smith) 
· Steve circulated the June and July financials.

· He reported that all teams had paid their initial $1,000 assessment.  The second assessment for $5,000 is due October 1.  The final payment in an amount to be determined is due November 1.  Based on present league size and anticipated expenses, Steve though that the final assessment would be for $7,500.  Payments are to be made payable to GNASH and should be sent to Steve at his home address.  He can provide invoices if such are needed.

F.
Commissioner’s Report (John Holmes)

· Coach’s meeting date.  This is scheduled for Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 6 pm at the Centennial Sportsplex.
G.
National Tournament (Joe Griffin)
· This is on track.  The dates of the tournament will be April 14, 2010 to April 18, 2010 in Chicago.  Ron Blanton asked whether the League would foot any of the expenses a team might have in connection with participation.  Dave O’Loughlin stated that we would look into this as the tournament neared and we had some idea of registration fees, travel expenses, and the like.  Joe noted that the tournament is only open to scholastic teams, and that we need to develop a contingency plan with SAHA in the event that a non-scholastic team won the Predators Cup.      
H.
Coach’s Report (Mark Layne) 
· All coaches – not just the head coach -- must have a Level 3 USA Hockey coach’s certification.  They also must be currently registered with USA Hockey.  At present there is a Level 1 class set for September 18, and Level 2 class set for September 19, and a Level 3 class set for September 26.
I.
Handbook Committee report 
· John Allyn and Dave O’Loughlin stated that they should have a draft out to the Executive Committee within the week and the final version to the Board well before the September board meeting.
VI.
 Old Business / Open issues

· Banner (Ted Lauer).  Ted has obtained permissible dimensions from John Holmes at Centennial Sportsplex and from A Game Sportsplex.  

· Off Ice Training Report (John Allyn).  John will schedule training for scorekeepers and timekeepers in September.  He will ask Sandy Chadwick to assist with score sheet training.
VII. New Business 
Zachary Turner Hardship Application.  Deb Davis opened the discussion with a chronological review of the events to date concerning Zachary Turner’s Transfer/Hardship request.  
Last year, Zachary attended and played hockey at Montgomery Bell Academy (MBA).  Following a series of events on January 23, 2009 involving law enforcement agencies in Williamson and Davidson County, Zachary left MBA.  He enrolled at Brentwood High School this past summer.  Zachary is considered a player with an athletic record.  In June, the Turners submitted a Transfer Application to Deb Davis (via Dave O’Loughlin) to permit Zachary to transfer (without the usual 12-month loss of eligibility) to the Brentwood High School team based on change of residence.  By an on-line vote the Executive Committee declined the transfer request based on GNASH Handbook Exhibit 2 Section 2 paragraph 2:

“A student who attends a member private, parochial, or public school other than the school to which he or she is zoned and participates in hockey cannot transfer to another school within the territory served by these schools without losing his or her eligibility for a period of 12 months – even though there is a change of residency . . .” 

Deb Davis advised the Turners to submit a hardship request in an attempt to determine if Zachary met those requirements.  The Executive Committee considered the hardship application at its July 21, 2009 meeting.  The Executive Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one abstention) to disapprove the application based on GNASH Handbook Section 2.21(b), Special Cases Involving Hardship, 

“The conditions causing the student to fail to meet the eligibility requirements must have been beyond the control of the team, the student and/or his parents, and such that none of them could have reasonably been expected to comply with the rule.”  

The events that led Zachary to change schools were, in the opinion of the Executive Committee, within his control.   

Prior to the commencement of any discussions, Deb Davis read Section 2.21 Special Cases Concerning Hardship aloud to all present.  Dave O’Loughlin followed by explaining the process that would be utilized in voting on the matter.  The process would be:

A.  The Turners would enter the meeting and make their request for consideration.

B.  All Board members would then have the ability to direct questions to Rick Turner or his son Zachary.  In the event that a member of the Board chose to question to Mr. Turner without Zachary present, Zachary could be dismissed from the room.

C.  The Turners would then be excused to await the Board’s decision.  President Davis would then preside over a discussion followed by a vote.
Dave O’Loughlin validated that the sixteen School Representatives present were authorized Board members in good standing.  Commissioner John Holmes would also vote.  In the event of a tie, President Davis would cast the deciding vote.  The vote was to be by roll call vote.  Montgomery Bell Academy, Brentwood High School, and the Ravenwood/Brentwood co-op had no vote based on the conflict of interest provisions set forth in GNASH Rule 2.21(g).  President Davis recognizing the potential for emotion and conflict, appealed to all Board members to keep all discussions in good order. 

Zach and his father, Rick Turner, presented their case to the Board.  Deb Davis read aloud the written statement submitted by the Turner family, along with a statement from MBA Coach Harvey.  Board members were permitted to ask questions.  After they presented their case, the Turners left the room and the Board discussed the application.  During the course of the discussion Bob Janasek, the Ravenwood alternate representative, announced that he was resigning from the Board.  A roll call vote followed the discussion.  For approval: Mt. Juliet, Station Camp, and Wilson Central/Brentwood Academy.  For denial: Blackman, Ensworth, Father Ryan, FRA/CPA, Hendersonville, Hume Fogg/Beech, Independence/Page, Pope John Paul II, and Commissioner John Holmes.  Abstaining: Centennial and Ravenwood.  A quorum being present, the application was denied by a 9 – 3 vote.  

President Debbie Davis then requested a short recess so that she could immediately advise the Turner family of the Board’s decision and the process to appeal this decision to SAHA, USA Hockey’s governing authority.   

VIII.
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p. m. on motion of Ron Blanton, seconded by John Holmes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
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