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Meeting Minutes

05/30/06
I. Call to order

Marla Morton called to order the regular meeting of the Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey at 6:30pm on 05/30/06 at Centennial SportsPlex.

II. Roll call

Deb Davis conducted roll call via a sign-in sheet. 

The following Executive Committee Members and Representatives were present: 

Marla Morton

President

Jean Keith

FRA
Deborah Davis

Secretary

Susan Scruggs

Hillwood HS
Greg Barnes

VP/Ravenwood

Tina Welch

LaVergne HS
Jake Standifird

Registrar

James Lynch

Mt Juliet HS
John Holmes

Commissioner 

John Bracey

Mt Juliet HS
Bob Goldfarb

Past President

Jean Sanders

Overton HS
Todd Richardson 

Brentwood

Craig Coe

Page HS
Cathy Askins

Centennial HS

Tom Sterrett

JPII
Paul McCann

Father Ryan

Randy Cook

Station Camp HS
Jim Miller

Franklin


Geoff Wigner

Station Camp HS
The following Guests were present:

Sonny Baker

Brentwood Academy 
Barbara Holmes

Attorney

Aaron Breck 

MTHOA

Mark Abkowitz

BGA
Tommy Wells

Hume Fogg

Rick Maclean

BGA

Martin Fike

MBA (voted in is rep)
Steve Clough

Southern Ice

Mark Sanders

Hume Fogg (voted in as alt)

The following Executive Committee Members were absent:

Jill Rathert

Scheduler/Hendersonville
Steve Smith

Treasurer

The following Schools were not represented or rep(s) present were non-voting members:

BGA (5th in a row)



Hume Fogg (2nd in a row)
Beech (2nd in a row)



Brentwood Academy (3rd in a row)
Hendersonville





The following voting privilege assignments were received prior to this meeting:

Jim Miller from Donna Marroni for Franklin
Jean Keith from Cary Allyn for FRA

III. Approval of meeting agenda

Meeting agenda was approved with one addition, Addition of Mt Juliet co-op discussion to new business section.
IV. Approval of last month’s minutes

Last month’s minutes were approved as published.
V. Regular Reports

A. Secretary’s Report (Deborah Davis)

1. Representative Changes 

The following rep changes were presented and approved by the board:

Barry Kimbro appointed as alternate for Hillwood
Marty Fike appointed as primary for MBA
Doug Brandon appointed as alternate for MBA

Marty Prater appointed as alternate for Page
Mark Sanders appointed as alternate for Hume Fogg

2. Meeting Schedule

All meetings will be at Centennial SportsPlex at 6:30pm in the glass conference room that provides adequate seating for our large group.  Dates for the meetings are 6/20, 7/18, 8/22, 9/19, 10/24, 11/13, 12/12, 1/16, 2/20, 3/20, and 4/17 
3. Bylaw Review Committee

The Bylaw Review Committee is now being Chaired by Steve Smith.  Deb Davis had to step down.  The committee is in the progress of reviewing the Bylaws and Handbook and plan to wiat until their review is complete before bringing any changes in front of the Board.  The committee asked that if there are any areas which they need to immediately address that they be notified so they can rearrange their schedule to accommodate them. 

4. Reminders / Info:

a. June 1st Initial $1000 deposit is due.  There is a fee penalty if your team misses this deadline.
5. Executive Board actions since last meeting
None
B. President’s Report (Marla Morton)

1. MTHOA President Aaron Breck

Aaron introduced himself to the Board.  He advocated for open communication between MTHOA and GNASH.  He discussed working together to solve the areas which have caused GNASH concern in the past.  He discussed reviewing our survey results from the tournament which he has not had a chance to see yet.  When asked about pricing he assured the Board that prices would not be going up.

2. Southern Ice Representative Steve Clough

Steve discussed an alternative to using MTHOA for ref scheduling.  He has proposed GNASH utilize his services for scheduling.  He submitted a proposal that included a lower rate for referees, a development plan for less experienced refs, the continuation of our evaluation program, a merit based system for play-offs (best refs get to work playoff games), and a monthly checkpoint to discuss any issues that need to be addressed to improve the game quality. 

3. Co-op Process

a) All proposed Co-ops are to submit their paperwork to Marla Morton by June 20th.  At a minimum this must include:  the co-op application form, a letters from each principal (verbiage to be provided by Marla), copies of sign-up sheets, and any promotional items used to seek new players (announcements, newsletters, newspaper ad, etc)

b) Co-ops will by voted on in the July 18th meeting.

C. Registrar Report (Jake Standifird)
1. USA Hockey Online Registration is available for the 2006-2007 season starting on June 1st.  Remember that if you are practicing prior to September 1, 2006 that your team’s new players will have to register for both the 2005-2006 and the 2006-2007 seasons because registration is only valid from Sep 1 – Aug 31.
2. Team Registration Paperwork

Jake will be providing a checklist of all the paperwork that must be submitted in order for a team to be considered registered and ready to take the ice.

3. Registration Deadline

All paperwork is to be by October 1.  Any team that misses the deadline will forfeit all ice time until they do so – this includes both practice and game ice.  
Motion: For GNASH to remain a member of USA Hockey for the 2006-2007 season.

Made by: Jake Standifird

Discussion: Jake was asked if we had to make this decision tonight because we would like to wait until after the USA Hockey annual meeting next week in order to learn the outcome of the proposed bylaw change (bylaw 10) that would give USA Hockey the authority to review administrative decisions made by member leagues (such as eligibility).

MOTION WITHDRAWN
D. Schedulers Report (Jill Rathert)

The executive committee was supposed to present its proposal for next season’s structure, unfortunately Jill Rathert was not in attendance at the meeting.  Tabled to next meeting.
E. Treasurers Report (Steve Smith)
Team pre-season deposits ($1000) are due by June 1st.
F. Commissioners Report (John Holmes)
Nothing to report

G. Scholastic Invitational Report (Bob Goldfarb)
Proposed format for the Predators Cup schedule and scoring will be forwarded to all teams.  There is an East and West tournament.  GNASH will sending 2 teams to each.  One tournament will be here, the other is still being confirmed for Knoxville (Memphis is unable to host).    
Motion:  Propose to the Predators that we use standard scoring rather then period point scoring.

Made by: Jake Standifird
2nd by: John Holmes

Discussion:  Several teams felt they needed to check with their coaches prior to voting.  

Vote: 5 For, 9 Against

MOTION DEFEATED

Several teams that voted in opposition actually want to check with their coaches prior to voting.  Secretary to send out email with proposed schedule and format to reps.  Reps to discuss with their coaches and vote accordingly.
VI. Old Business / Open issues

A. Update on USA hockey (Barbara Holmes)

The proposed change to Bylaw 10 (regarding USA Hockey’s expansion of their appeal process to include administrative appeals) may be changed to exclude high school leagues.  There will be a meeting of the legal counsel next week prior tot the annual meeting to determine the terminology that will be used.  

Motion: Barbara Holmes to attend (if necessary) the annual USA Hockey meeting in Colorado with GNASH paying reasonable travel expenses.  
Made by: Jake Standifird
2nd by: Craig Coe
Vote: 13 For, 1 Against
MOTION CARRIED
VII. New business

A. BGA-Hume Fogg Co-op
BGA and Hume Fogg addressed the Board regarding their desire to form a co-op.  Both schools have at least 8 players.  Greg Barnes read Section 1.12 of the Handbook regarding the eligibility to apply for a co-op status.  Discussion surrounded the fact that rather then co-oping together their may be an opportunity to bring in two new schools.  BGA coach Rick Maclean stated that their school principal will not necessarily allow them to co-op with another school.  Marla Morton advised that the Board would evaluate the application and a decision would be forthcoming with all other co-op applications on July 18th.

B. Mt Juliet / Wilson Central Co-op
Jim Lynch asked for a decision on their application as a co-op.  Marla Morton advised that the Board would evaluate the application and a decision would be forthcoming with all other co-op applications on July 18th.
C. Off-Season Items to be worked 

1. All-Star Selection (assigned to Greg Barnes)
2. Security (assigned to Steve Smith)
3. Standing Committees (to be removed – if any committees are to be appointed as a result of our bylaw review we will address them at that time
VIII. Adjournment

Marla Morton adjourned the meeting at 8:50pm.
Minutes submitted by:  Deborah Davis 
Minutes approved by:  Marla Morton
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