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	Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey

	Meeting Type: Regular Board      Invitees: All Reps, Alternates & Executive Committee Members     Facilitated by: Board President

	Board Meeting Minutes                                                     Centennial SportsPlex 6:30pm



	May 19, 2009


I.

Call to order

The meeting was called to order by President, Debbie Davis at 6:30 p.m.  A roll call of the schools was taken with the sign-up sheet that was circulated. 

II.

Roll call

	Executive Committee

	President
	Deb Davis
	P
	Past President
	Joe Griffin
	P

	Vice President
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	Scheduler
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Treasurer
	Steve Smith
	A
	Registrar
	Cathy Askins
	P

	Secretary
	John Allyn
	P
	Commissioner
	John Holmes
	P

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Representatives

	Blackman
	Brooks & Sisco
	P
	Hume Fogg/Beech
	Caudill & Rollins-Aplin
	P

	Brentwood
	 
	A
	Independence/Page
	David West
	P

	Centennial
	 
	A
	MBA
	Steve Alford
	P

	Ensworth
	Cary Allyn
	P
	Mt. Juliet
	Ted Lauer
	P

	Father Ryan
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	JPII
	Joe Griffin
	P

	Franklin
	Jim Miller
	P
	Ravenwood
	 
	A

	FRA/CPA
	Andre Wallstedt
	P
	Ravenwood/Brentwood
	Sue Falls
	P

	Hendersonville
	 
	A
	Station Camp
	Mark LeMay
	P

	Hillsboro/Lavergne
	 
	A
	Wilson Central/Siegel
	Duane Muhsman
	P





















III.

Approval of meeting agenda

Joe Griffin moved that the agenda be approved.  The motion was seconded by John Holmes.  The motion unanimously passed 

IV.

Approval of last month’s minutes

The minutes from the April meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  By motion made by John Holmes, seconded by Joe Griffin, the minutes were unanimously approved.

V.

Regular Reports 
A.
Secretary’s Report

· Deb Davis advised that Kimberly Otts could no longer serve as Secretary due to a job conflict.  John Allyn has volunteered to serve in this position, and she has appointed him to it.

· Deb Davis announced the tentative meeting schedule for 2009 – 2010: June 16, July 21, August 18, September 15, October 20, November 17, December 15, January 19, February 16, March 16, and April 20.  Joe Griffin moved that this schedule be adopted.  John Holmes seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

B.
Referee Report – no representative

C.
President’s Report (Deb Davis)

· SAHA Seat Vote.  The three candidates for the Tennessee seat on SAHA are Russ Beatse, Scott Phillips, and Jack Flynn.  Organizations vote for this position, with each organization having a weighted vote based on membership.  Each has submitted their resume.  These were considered by the Executive Committee, and Committee recommends to the full board that GNASH vote for Jack Flynn.  Upon motion by Deb Davis, seconded by John Holmes this matter passed unanimously.

· National Tournament.  Joe Griffin will chair this committee.  We received proposed rules today via e-mail from Don Gensler, asking for comments by Monday.  The basis structure of the Tournament will include  separate male and female divisions and for each Varsity/Community Based and Prep/Non-Community Based championships awarded.  SAHA will name the Tennessee representative to the tournament and if the nominee does not participate there will be suspension from the Tournament for 1 year.  We need to coordinate this with the Predators who run the Tennessee state tournament and make sure that an agreement is in place for SAHA to automatically recognize the Predators Cup winner as tournament designee.  The tournament is scheduled for April 15, 2010 to April 19, 2010. Joe Griffin will be the action person on our response to SAHA
· Handbook Committee.  Steve Smith will head this committee.  Someone first needs to go through the handbook and clear up grammatical and formatting issues, and to make sure that terminology was consistent throughout.  Two areas that must be addressed are hardship application process and  tournament eligibility.  It was suggested that the scope of the review be clearly defined to preclude the notion that this is a revision to the entire Handbook.  Deb Davis requested by email specific requests for review outside the two items noted and grammatical/readability changes.
· Referee Contract Update.  We have received a proposal from MTHOA and expect one from TAIHO.  These do not include prices.  We will ask for more detailed packets.  Deb Davis will be the action person on soliciting more information from the referee organizations.

· Banner Update.  Ted Bauer has gotten an estimate for a banner ($4.50 to $5.00 per square foot) for a banner to honor the GNASH trophy winners.  There would be a permanent banner listing the Predators Cup, the GNASH Cup, and the Henry Hines Cup.  A sub-banner showing the team that won the particular trophy the previous year would be hung from grommets on the permanent banner.  John Holmes moved that this banner be purchased; the motion was seconded by Joe Griffin.  The motion unanimously passed.

· Announcements.  USA Hockey has issued a rule change on goalie equipment which will be enforced next season.  Deb Davis reminded everyone of the need to keep fan behavior under control.  Coaching classes for CEP levels 1 – 3 will be held in Nashville in August or September; CEP 4 classes was held last weekend in  Atlanta.
D.
VP’s Report (Dave O’Loughlin)

· Pre-Season Tournament/Seeding Process. There is a lot of sentiment -- particularly from those teams that are truly Blue and those teams that are truly Gold -- towards going to the Blue and Gold format earlier in the season.  The problem lies in determining where the teams in the middle should go.  A pre-season tournament is a possibility, but this may not be an accurate indicator due to the absence of football players and cross country runners.  Another possibility is a mid-season round robin tournament between the middle teams.  Board member will discuss this with their teams over the next month and it will be on the agenda next month.  Dave O’Loughlin and Joe Birge will review and bring a recommendation or options to the Board.
· Co-ops.  Co-ops are only good for one year, and all co-op teams need to submit their Intent to Co-Op forms by June 15.  None have been submitted so far.  

E.
Registrar Report (Cathy Askins) 

· Cathy needs team manager information by the August meeting (8/18).  All paperwork must be in by the September meeting.  All paperwork and forms are posted on the Website.
F.
Scheduler’s Report (Loretta Kimble)

· Loretta is in contact with A Game Sportsplex and they have indicated that some ice slots available for the coming season are late in the evening with start times as late as 10:40 pm on school nights.  This is seen as problematic and Loretta will continue to work with Tim McAllister to improve practice and game time slots. 

· 
G.
Treasurer’s Report (Steve Smith -- absent)

· The initial team deposit of $1,000 is due by June 1.

· Fees may be higher this year due to increased cost of ice time.  Steve will analyze the cost impact and report on it at the next meeting.
H.
Commissioner’s Report (John Holmes)

· There is talk about a pre-season tournament this fall sponsored by Big Bear.  

VI.


New Business

· Meeting location change.  The Predators have offered their boardroom at the Sommet Center to us for our June or July meeting.  Due to an event conflict we would not be able to meet there on our regular June 16 meeting date.  We can meet there June 23.  Loretta Kimble moved that we accept the June 23 date.  This was seconded by John Holmes, and unanimously approved.

· Co-ops.   Beth Rollins-Aplin asked if GNASH could consider three school co-ops.  She discussed  reasons for doing so including the high cost of playing and the struggle to meet the minimum player numbers for some schools.  John Holmes and Joe Griffin explained that our high school hockey program is one of the few that has actually grown/sustained its numbers in the SE region.  Other Leagues have opted to include metro-type teams and their numbers have continued to decline.  GNASH is a league of High School Teams not high school players.  Our scholastic teams have in fact been the cornerstone to our growth and success..  It was also recognized that we as a league need to figure out better ways to support the high school teams including fundraising for teams in areas where income demographics area significant consideration.  

VII.
Old Business / Open issues

None

VIII.
Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
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