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	Greater Nashville Area Scholastic Hockey

	Meeting Type: Regular Board      Invitees: All Reps, Alternates & Executive Committee Members     Facilitated by: Board President

	Board Meeting Minutes                                            Centennial Sportsplex          6:30pm



	May 18, 2010


1.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order by President Dave O’Loughlin at 6:40 p.m.  A roll call of the schools was taken by circulating a sign-up sheet. 

2.
Roll call

	Executive Committee

	President
	Dave O'Loughlin
	P
	Past President
	Deb Davis
	A

	Vice President
	Tom Miller
	P
	Scheduler
	Loretta Kimble
	P

	Treasurer
	Sandi Chadwick
	A
	Registrar
	Cathy Askins
	A

	Secretary
	John Allyn
	P
	Commissioner
	John Holmes
	P

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Representatives

	Blackman
	
	A
	Independence/Page
	Kevin Whittington
	P

	Brentwood
	Tom Feeney
	P
	MBA
	
	A

	Centennial
	
	A
	Mt. Juliet
	Ted Lauer
	P

	Ensworth
	Cary Allyn
	P
	JPII
	
	A

	Father Ryan
	D. O’Loughlin
	P
	Ravenwood
	Jeff Traczewski
	P

	Franklin
	
	A
	R’wood/B’wood
	
	A

	FRA/CPA
	Andre Wallstedt
	P
	Station Camp
	Curtis/Kimble
	P

	Hendersonville
	Roger Rettke
	P
	Wilson Central/Siegel
	Sonie Janiro 
	P

	Hume Fogg/Beech
	
	A
	
	
	


Visitors: Mark Layne, Coaching Liaison, Dana Whitson and Gigi Spires, Varsity Polar Bears, A Game Sportsplex
3.
Approval of meeting agenda

John Allyn moved that the agenda as amended be approved.  The motion was seconded by Tom Feeney.  The motion unanimously passed 

4.
Approval of last month’s minutes

By motion made by John Holmes, seconded by Dave O’Loughlin, the minutes as amended were unanimously approved.

5.
 Regular Reports 

A.
Secretary’s Report (John Allyn).  There are many new representatives this month:

· Hendersonville:  Roger Rettke is the new representative.  Ron Blanton will move to alternate.

· Independence/Page:  Kevin Whittington is the new representative.  Chris Kiger will move to alternate.
· Ravenwood:  Jeff Traczewski is the new representative.  Holly Traczewski is the new alternate.

· Station Camp.  Jim Curtis is the new representative.  Loretta Kimble continues as alternate.  
John Allyn moved to approve these appointments.  Cary Allyn seconded, and these appointments were unanimously approved.

B.
President’s Report (Dave O’Loughlin).
· Referee Organizations.  For the past two years we have contracted with the Tennessee Association of Ice Hockey Officials (TAIHO).  Last year we were approached by another organization, the Middle Tennessee Hockey Officials Association (MTHOA) but nothing came of it.  Dave and Tom Miller met with James Kimble prior to the meeting.  James made a proposal on behalf of Tennessee Stripes, a new referee organization.  We have several months in which to make a decision; John Holmes and Mark Layne will work with Dave and Tom on this.  Tom noted that regardless of which organization that we end up contracting with, we will be dealing with the same personnel in the end.
· Flood issues.  The Predators have been talking about an equipment drive to help out teams and players that may have lost equipment in the recent floods.  Dave asked that teams let the league know if there are any players who have lost equipment, and also let the league know if anyone has excess equipment that they could donate to such a drive.  Kevin Whittington reported that the two in-line rinks in Bellevue had been destroyed and Jim Curtis added that of the two in-line rinks in Hendersonville one had been destroyed and the other badly damaged.  
· New League software.  We have been contacted by Sports Pilot, a Dallas firm, regarding new league software.  The claim that it is better, cheaper, and easier to use than our current software.  Deb Davis will look into it and give us a report.
C.
VP’s Report (Tom Miller).  Tom went through the co-op approval process in detail.  Dave O’Loughlin suggested that the pertinent parts of the Handbook be included in the minutes so that all teams are aware of the procedures and strict deadlines involved in this process:
· May Board Meeting.  The Executive Committee of the Board appoints a committee, consisting of the Commissioner, the President Elect and three Team Representatives from schools with regular Scholastic teams to serve as the Co-Op Committee.  A board member may only serve for two years as an at-large member of this committee. 

· June 15.  Intent to Co-op form submitted by the school-based team of the proposed Co-Op to the Commissioner, Registrar and President Elect.

· June 20.  The Executive Committee shall approve the form to be completed by schools seeking to form a Co-Op team.  The form, and a copy of the approval process, shall be forwarded to each Team representative and Team manager of record or, for teams to be newly formed, to the person requesting such information.

· June Board Meeting.  Based on the number of scholastic schools seeking to play in the league in the coming season, the Board shall determine the maximum number of teams that the league can have in the coming season.  By subtracting the number of scholastic teams that have made a deposit, the number of possible Co-Op teams will be known.

· July 5.  Each team seeking to be approved as a Co-Op team shall send the completed application, a preliminary roster and any other required documents to the GNASH Registrar.

· July 7.  The Registrar will distribute the submitted Co-Op packets to the Co-Op Committee.

· July 15.  The Co-Op Committee shall review each application and make a written recommendation for approval or denial to the Board for each application, without regard to the number of teams that can play in the league that year. 

· July Board Meeting.  

· The Board votes to grant preliminary approval to a Co-Op team application or deny.  Preliminary approval is subject to further review of any roster changes.

· If a Co-Op team application is not approved, each school that was to be part of the Co-Op team has 15 days in which to file an amended application with the same teams or seek to submit a new application with a different team.  These applications shall be handled as described above and a recommendation given on approval or denial by the Co-Op Team Committee at least 7 days prior to the September Board meeting with consideration by the Board to occur at the September Board meeting.

The following representatives were named to the Co-Op Committee:  Cary Allyn, Tom Feeney, and Ted Lauer.  Dave O’Loughlin advised that University School of Nashville was looking for a co-op partner and that they had six players.  

D.
National Tournament (Joe Griffin).  Joe was not present.  Tom Feeney suggested that we should start working with the schools at the end of the regular season to get permission for unexcused absences so that we can avoid the problem that Ravenwood had this year.  However, it was noted that the decision not to allow the unexcused absences was made by the Williamson County School Board so this ruling would effectively apply to all Williamson County teams.  Ted Lauer stated that the format of the National Tournament (three weekdays plus a weekend) had generated considerable criticism nationwide.
E.
Registrar’s Report (Cathy Askins).  Cathy was not present.
F.
Scheduler’s Report (Loretta Kimble).  No report.

G.
Treasurer’s Report (Sandi Chadwick).  
· From Steve Smith, former Treasurer:

The Board needs to pass a resolution to change the authorized signer on the Bank of America Savings and Checking accounts to Sandi Chadwick.  The Board can add more signers if it desires.  We will need a copy of that resolution for the bank to change the signature cards.  It can be worded like this: 
Resolved that the corporation names Sandi Chadwick as the only authorized signer on the savings and checking accounts maintained with Bank of America.  Ms. Chadwick is authorized to execute all documents necessary to effectuate this change.
 
John Holmes moved that the resolution be adopted.  His motion was seconded by Tom Feeney.  The motion unanimously passed.
· Teams were reminded that the $1,000 deposit for the 2010 – 2011 season is due on June 1, 2010.
H.
Commissioner’s Report (John Holmes).  No report.
G.
Coaching Report (Mark Layne).
· Beech, JPII, and Wilson Central are looking for coaches.  
· GNASH Bash.  This is the program funded by the Predators Foundation for middle school students who have not played hockey before.  These would be held from 6 pm to 8 pm on July 20, July 27, August 3, and August 10 at Centennial Sportsplex.  GNASH coaches will assist in the instruction.  Board members posed questions about equipment and insurance coverage; these questions will be answered at the next meeting.

· Mark again noted that USA Hockey appears to be going to a new system where a coach can advance only one level per year, meaning that it would take at least three years to obtain a Level 3 certification.  This may be the last year that a coach can attain a Level 3 certification in a single year.  
I.
Handbook Committee.  Dave O’Loughlin noted that there were still areas in the Handbook that needed updating.  These are:
· Playoff procedures.  The current Handbook does not address the Henry Hines Cup competition.  Moreover, during last year’s playoffs we were in the situation of having to adopt rules “on the fly”.  These need to be addressed.

· Divisions.  We need to determine a fair way of dividing the league into divisions.  Last year, we tried to divide at the beginning of the season into Blue and Gold divisions by way of self-selection.  This did not work as we did not have enough teams choosing to be in the Blue division.  Then when the league split at mid-season there was dissatisfaction at season’s end when the two top teams in the Blue division were shifted up to the Gold division.  

· Rostering.  We need to address how to handle JV or B teams.  Last year we ruled that a player could not transfer mid-season from a JV team to a parent team.  As the rules stand right now, a player could not transfer between seasons from a JV team to a scholastic team without losing eligibility.  These situations and others need to be addressed as well.
Dave, Tom Miller, and John Allyn will work on this.  We have already received comments from two representatives.  Other representatives are encouraged to submit comments; please have them to Dave no later than June 10.

J.
Statistician/Off Ice Training (Sandi Chadwick).  No report.

K.
Press Report (Scott Corley).  No report.
6.
 New Business.  

· Dana Whitson and Gigi Spires from the Varsity Polar Bears at A Game Sportsplex were invited to speak to the Board.  There are two Polar Bear teams at A Game, with players being home school students or attending schools that do not have ice hockey programs.  They have a full schedule of games and practices and would really like to play GNASH schools.  They would like to be considered for GNASH membership.  Dave O’Loughlin explained that GNASH is an association of scholastic teams and that to include house teams would require some significant rules changes.  We would consider their request at some time in the next few months.  
· Dave O’Loughlin and Tom Miller will both be out of town for the next scheduled meeting on June 15.  They asked that the meeting be moved to June 22.  Upon motion by John Holmes, seconded by John Allyn, this change was unanimously approved.

· A Game Sportsplex is conducting a “capital campaign” to raise money to replace its aging ice rink compressors.  They say they need $750,000 by May 24.  If they are not able to raise this money they will continue to use the old compressors which could fail at any time.  Dave O’Loughlin noted that the league is not in a position to make an investment even if it wanted to, but he was passing this along so as to keep the Board informed.
7.
Old Business / Open issues.  None.
8.
Adjournment.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:32 p. m. on motion of John Holmes, seconded by John Allyn.  The motion was unanimously approved.
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